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(54) Image capturing method and apparatus and fingerprint collation method and apparatus 



(57) An image capturing apparatus includes an im- 
age capturing section and capture control section. The 
image capturing section converts the shape of an object 
into an electrical quantity in accordance with the param- 
eter value set in a parameter setting section, and out- 
puts image data representing an image corresponding 
to the shape of the object. The capture control section 
receives the image data output from the image capturing 
section, calculates an evaluation index for evaluating 



the image quality of the image from the image data. If 
the evaluation index falls outside the range of a preset 
reference value, the capture control section changes the 
parameter value set in the parameter setting section so 
as to make the evaluation index fall within the range of 
the reference value to output the image data which is 
received from the image capturing section and the eval- 
uation index of which falls within the range of the refer- 
ence value. An image capturing method and a finger- 
print collation method and apparatus are also disclosed. 
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Description 

Background of the Invention 

5 [0001] The present invention relates to an image capturing method and apparatus for capturing the shape of a target 
object as image data, and a fingerprint collation method and apparatus which detect a fingerprint ridge/valley pattern 
as image data by using the image capturing method and apparatus and perform collation. 

[0002] In performing fingerprint collation, to improve collation precision, a fingerprint image must be captured to 
obtain a clear image of a fingerprint ridge/valley pattern. Fingerprint sensors used to capture fingerprint images in a 
10 fingerprint collation apparatus of this type include an optical fingerprint sensor, capacitive fingerprint sensor, and the 
like. A fingerprint sensor is designed to detect a fingerprint ridge/valley pattern as optical refractive index differences 
or capacitive value differences and generate the pattern as a halftone image. 

[0003] According to the above fingerprint collation apparatus, when a user is to be authenticated by using a fingerprint, 
the fingerprint data of the user is registered in advance. In this state, a fingerprint image of the user is acquired by the 
15 fingerprint sensor, and fingerprint data is generated. The generated fingerprint data is then compared with the registered 
fingerprint data. If they coincide with each other, the user is authenticated. 

[0004] The skins of human fingertips vary in state among individuals. For example, some persons have dry fingers, 
and others have fatty fingers. In addition, the state of the skin of a fingertip of a given person changes depending on 
seasons and physical conditions. In a conventional fingerprint collation apparatus, fingerprint images which change 
20 for the above reasons are detected under the same condition, and hence accurate fingerprint images required for 
collation cannot be obtained. If an image in a desired state cannot be obtained, accurate fingerprint collation cannot 
be properly performed. 

Summary of the Invention 

25 

[0005] The present invention has been made to solve the above problem, and has as its object to obtain an image 
in a desired state. 

[0006] In order to achieve the above object, according to the present invention, there is provided an image capturing 
apparatus comprising an image capturing section for converting a shape of an object into an electrical quantity in 

30 accordance with a parameter value set in a parameter setting section, and outputting image data representing an 
image corresponding to the shape of the object, and a capture control section for receiving the image data output from 
the image capturing section, calculating an evaluation index for evaluating image quality of the image from the image 
data, and if the evaluation index falls outside a range of a preset reference value, changing the parameter value set 
in the parameter setting section so as to make the evaluation index fall within the range of the reference value to output 

35 image data which is received from the image capturing section and the evaluation index of which falls within the range 
of the reference value. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

40 [0007] 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing the arrangement of a fingerprint collation apparatus using an image capturing 
apparatus according to the first embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view showing the arrangement of part of the image capturing section of the fingerprint 
45 collation apparatus in Fig. 1 ; 

Fig. 3 is a view for explaining the state of fingerprint image data captured by the image capturing section; 

Fig. 4 is a block diagram showing the schematic arrangement of the image capturing section; 

Fig. 5 is a view for explaining examples of the parameters set in an A/D conversion circuit 14; 

Fig. 6 is a flow chart showing the operation of the fingerprint collation apparatus according to the first embodiment 
50 of the present invention; 

Figs. 7A to 7D are views showing captured image data and histograms representing the grayscales of images 

represented by the image data; 

Figs. 8A and 8B are views showing captured image data and a histogram representing the grayscale of an image 
represented by the image data; 
55 Fig. 9 is a flow chart showing the operation of a fingerprint collation apparatus according to the second embodiment 

of the present invention; 

Fig. 1 0 is a block diagram showing the arrangement of part of the fingerprint collation apparatus according to the 
second embodiment of the present invention; 
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Fig. 1 1 is a block diagram showing the arrangement of part of the fingerprint collation apparatus according to the 
second embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 1 2 is a block diagram showing the arrangement of part of the fingerprint collation apparatus according to the 
second embodiment of the present invention; 
5 Fig. 1 3 is a block diagram showing the arrangement of part of the fingerprint collation apparatus according to the 

second embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 14 is a timing chart showing a specific example of the operation of the fingerprint collation apparatus in Fig. 13; 
Fig. 1 5 is a view for explaining a ridge count index; 
Fig. 1 6 is a graph for explaining a ridge determination condition; and 
10 Fig. 1 7 is a flow chart showing the operation of a fingerprint collation apparatus according to the third embodiment 

of the present invention. 

Description of the Preferred Embodiments 

15 [0008] Embodiments of the present invention will be described below with reference to the accompanying drawings. 

<First Embodiment 

[0009] Fig. 1 shows the arrangement of an image capturing apparatus according to an embodiment of the present 
20 invention. This embodiment exemplifies a case where the image capturing apparatus is applied to fingerprint collation 
and will be described as a fingerprint collation apparatus hereinafter. This fingerprint collation apparatus includes an 
image capturing section 1 for converting a fingerprint ridge/valley image into image data which is an electrical signal 
and outputting it. The image capturing section 1 determines a state of conversion to image data in accordance with 
the parameter set in a parameter setting section 1a. 
25 [0010] The apparatus shown in Fig. 1 also includes a storage section 4 storing registered image data G 1 to G N for 
fingerprint collation, a finger resting prompt section 6 for prompting a user intending to perform collation to rest his/her 
finger on the image capturing section 1 , a finger resting detection section 7 for detecting that the finger is rested on 
the image capturing section 1 , and a control section 3 for controlling the overall apparatus. 

[0011] The control section 3 includes a capture control section 3a formed by a CPU for performing predetermined 
30 computation processing in accordance with a program. The capture control section 3a determines the image data 
output from the image capturing section 1 first, and then changes the parameter in the parameter setting section 1a. 
The control section 3 also includes a collation means 3b for collating image data 2 captured by the image capturing 
section 1 with the registered image data G 1 to G N stored in the storage section 4 and outputting the resultant data as 
a collation result 5. These capture control section 3a and collation means 3b are implemented by programs. 
35 [0012] Fig. 2 shows the arrangement of the image capturing section 1. Many sensor cells 11 are vertically and hor- 
izontally arranged on a detection surface 1 2 of the image capturing section 1 in the form of a matrix. The sensor cells 
1 1 are formed by elements for converting a fine ridge/valley pattern of a target into an electrical quantity. When a finger 
21 touches the detection surface 1 2, the respective sensor cells 1 1 detect a ridge/valley pattern of a fingerprint 22. As 
the detection result obtained by all the sensor cells, one image data 2 representing a fingerprint image like the one 
40 shown in Fig. 3 is output from the image capturing section 1 . 

[0013] Fig. 4 shows the arrangement of the image capturing section 1 . Each sensor cell 11 is comprised of a detection 
element 11a and sensor circuit 11b. The detection element 11a is. for example, a capacitive sensor formed by an 
electrode having an insulating layer formed on its surface. The detection element 1 1 a may be an optical sensor formed 
by a photodiode or the like. 

45 [0014] The detection element 11a converts a fingerprint ridge/valley pattern into an electrical signal. The sensor 
circuit 11b then amplifies the converted signal. The output of the sensor circuit 11b of each sensor cell 11 is connected 
to a common data line 13. The sensor cells 11 are sequentially selected to output an analog signal corresponding to 
a fingerprint ridge/valley pattern to the data line 13. 

[0015] An A/D conversion circuit 14 sequentially converts the analog signals transmitted through the data line 13 
50 into, for example, 256-level grayscale digital signals in accordance with the parameter set in the parameter setting 
section 1 a, and outputs the signals. When the digital signals from all the sensor cells 1 1 are arranged in the form of a 
matrix so as to reflect the positions of the respective sensor cells, fingerprint image data like that shown in Fig. 3 is 
obtained. 

[0016] Note that the A/D conversion circuit 14 is designed to convert an analog signal corresponding to a fingerprint 
55 ridge/valley pattern into a digital signal. The relationship between the analog value and the digital value changes in 
accordance with the parameter value set in the parameter setting section 1 a. 

[0017] Fig. 5 exemplifies the parameters set in the A/D conversion circuit 1 4 (Fig. 4). Parameters A and B are rational 
numbers equal to or larger than 0. If the analog value input to the A/D conversion circuit 1 4 has a level less than a set 
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parameter value (A + B), 0-level grayscale fingerprint image data is obtained from the A/D conversion circuit 14. The 
0-level grayscale fingerprint image data represents a black image. 

[0018] If the analog value input to the A/D conversion circuit 14 is equal to or larger than a set parameter value (A 
+ 255 x B), 255-level grayscale fingerprint image data is obtained from the A/D conversion circuit 14. The 255-level 
5 grayscale fingerprint image data represents a white image. If the analog value input to the A/D conversion circuit 14 
is equal to or larger than a parameter value (A + n x B) and less than a parameter value {A + (n + 1) x B}, n-level 
grayscale image data is obtained from the A/D conversion circuit 14. 

[0019] As described above, if the parameter value A is set to be large, the fingerprint image obtained from the A/D 
conversion circuit 14 becomes black. If the parameter value A is set to be small, the fingerprint image obtained from 
10 the A/D conversion circuit 14 becomes white. If the parameter value B is set to be large, the fingerprint image obtained 
from the A/D conversion circuit 14 decreases in resolution. If the parameter value B is set to be small, the fingerprint 
image obtained from the A/D conversion circuit 14 increases in resolution. Note that the number of grayscale levels is 
not limited to 256 and may be 64 or 1 28. 

[0020] Note that the above parameter values A and B are used as parameters set in the parameter setting section 
15 1a to be used for conversion in the image capturing section 1 . However, the present invention is not limited to them. 
For example, brightness and resolution can be controlled in the same manner even by using the minimum and maximum 
values of a signal conversion range as the parameter values A and B, respectively. 

[0021] As described above, by changing the parameter values in the A/D conversion circuit 14, the brightness and 
resolution of the fingerprint image obtained from the A/D conversion circuit 1 4 can be changed. If, therefore, the fin- 

20 gerprint images of human fingertips, which change their states depending on individual differences, e.g., dry fingers 
and fatty fingers, seasons, and physical conditions, accurate fingerprint images free from the influences of individual 
differences and state changes can be acquired by capturing images upon setting appropriate parameter values. 
[0022] The operation of the fingerprint collation apparatus (image capturing apparatus) according to this embodiment 
will be described next with reference to the flow chart of Fig. 6. 

25 [0023] First of all, the capture control section 3a of the control section 3 causes the finger resting prompt section 6 
to prompt the user intending to perform collation to rest his/her finger on the detection surface 1 2 (Fig. 2) of the image 
capturing section 1 (step S1). More specifically, for example, the finger resting prompt section 6 prompts the user to 
rest his/her finger by displaying a prompt using a display unit such as an LED or light-emitting element, turning on a 
predetermined indication, or outputting a voice message. After the finger resting detection section 7 detects that the 

30 user rests his/her finger on the detection surface 12 upon prompting (step S2), the image capturing section 1 captures 
a fingerprint image and outputs the image data 2 (step S3). 

[0024] When the image data 2 is output, the capture control section 3a calculates a grayscale index Y, as an image 
quality evaluation, which indicates the density of the captured image (step S4). Any kind of index can be used as a 
grayscale index as long as it indicates the density balance of image data to be evaluated. For example, the ratio of the 

35 number of pixels with grayscale values equal to or less than a predetermined grayscale value to the total number of 
pixels of image data may be used as an index. Alternatively, an index may be calculated by using a predetermined 
area, e.g., an area near the center of the detection surface 12, as a target area instead of using the total number of 
pixels. In this case, a grayscale index can be calculated within a short period of time as compared with the case where 
the total number of pixels are targeted. 

40 [0025] In steps S5 to S15, the capture control section 3a compares the grayscale index Y obtained in the above 
manner with preset threshold Y th1 and Y th2 . 

[0026] First of all. in step S5, the capture control section 3a checks whether the calculated grayscale index Y is equal 
to or more than the threshold Y th1 . If it is determined in step S5 that the grayscale index Y is equal to or more than the 
threshold Y th1 , the flow advances to step S6 to check whether the grayscale index Y is equal to or less than the threshold 

45 Y th2- lf jt is determined in step S6 that the grayscale index Y is equal to or less than the threshold Y th2 , theflow advances 
to step S7, in which the capture control section 3a outputs the captured image data to the collation means 3b. 
[0027] If it is determined in step S5 that the grayscale index Y is less than the threshold Y th1 , the flow advances to 
step S8 to check whether the parameter B set in the parameter setting section 1a is the maximum value. 
[0028] If it is determined in step S8 that the set parameter B is not the maximum value, the flow advances to step 

50 S9, in which the capture control section 3a increases the parameter B in the parameter setting section 1 a by a prede- 
termined value. The flow then returns to step S3. If it is determined in step S8 that the parameter B set in the parameter 
setting section 1 a is the maximum value, the flow advances to step S1 0 to check whether the parameter A set in the 
parameter setting section 1a is the maximum value. 

[0029] If it is determined in step S1 0 that the set parameter A is not the maximum value, the flow advances to step 
55 S11 , in which the capture control section 3a increases the parameter A in the parameter setting section 1a by a pre- 
determined value. The flow then returns to step S3. If it is determined in step S1 0 that the parameter is the maximum 
value, the flow advances to step S7, in which the capture control section 3a outputs the captured image data to the 
collation means 3b. 
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[0030] If Y < Y th1 , since the captured image is slightly light-colored, a fingerprint image is captured again upon in- 
creasing the parameter values A and B in the above manner. 

[0031] If it is determined in step S6 that the grayscale index Y exceeds the threshold Y th2 , the flow advances to step 
S12 to check whether the parameter value A set in the parameter setting section 1a is the minimum value, e.g., 0. 

5 [0032] If it is determined that the set parameter value A is not 0, the flow advances to step S13 to decrease the 
parameter value A in the parameter setting section 1a by a predetermined value. The flow then returns to step S3. If 
it is determined in step S12 that the parameter value A set in the parameter setting section 1a is 0, the flow advances 
to step S14 to check whether the parameter value B set in the parameter setting section 1a is the minimum value. 
[0033] If it is determined in step S1 4 that the set parameter value B is not the minimum value, the flow advances to 

10 step S15, in which the capture control section 3a decreases the parameter value B in the parameter setting section 
1a by a predetermined value. The flow then returns to step S3. If it is determined in step S1 4 that the parameter value 
B is the minimum value, the flow advances to step S7, in which the capture control section 3a outputs the captured 
image data to the collation means 3b. 

[0034] If Y th2 < Y, since the captured image is slightly dark-colored, a fingerprint image is captured again upon de- 

15 creasing the parameter values A and B in the above manner. 

[0035] The capture control section 3a repeats the above series of operations until the image quality of image data 
satisfies a predetermined condition. When the condition is satisfied, the capture control section 3a outputs the image 
data as an image suitable for authentication to the collation means 3b. As described above, according to this embod- 
iment, an image in a desired state which falls within the ranges of set parameters can be obtained. 

20 [0036] Subsequently, the collation means 3b, which has received the image data, performs authentication processing 
by comparing the received image data with the registered image data G 1 to G N stored in the storage section 4. 
[0037] According to the above description, a grayscale index is used as an image quality evaluation index for captured 
image data. However, the present invention is not limited to this. For example, saturation, lightness, contrast, or the 
like may be used as an index. 

25 [0038] In addition, a spatial frequency component extracted from captured image data by a Fourier transform may 
be used as an index. In this case, in addition to a grayscale level, whether the response of a fingerprint is properly 
acquired as an image can be evaluated. Furthermore, an image may be evaluated in combination with a grayscale 
index. 

30 <Second Embodiment 

[0039] Another embodiment of the present invention will be described next. 

[0040] In the above embodiment, a grayscale index is used as an image quality evaluation index. The ridges of 
fingerprint patterns differ in thickness and intervals among target persons. For this reason, image data determined as 
35 data having optimal image quality on the basis of a grayscale index may not be image data having optimal image 
quality for authentication. In the following embodiment, for example, a histogram index is used for evaluation of image 
quality to solve the above problem. Note that the ridges are lines forming a pattern obtained from the ridge portions of 
a fingertip skin surface. 

[0041] As shown in Figs. 7Ato 7D. a histogram index from which a histogram representing the grayscale of an image 
40 represented by captured image data is generated can be calculated from the captured image data. Referring to Fig. 
7, the abscissa represents the grayscale value; and the ordinate, the frequency. Grayscale values represent the den- 
sities between black and white in 256 levels (grayscale levels). Grayscale level 0 represents black, and grayscale level 
255 represents white. A histogram index like that shown in Fig. 7B is calculated from captured image data like that 
shown in Fig. 7A. A histogram index like that shown in Fig. 7D is calculated from captured image data like that shown 
45 in Fig. 7C. 

[0042] In general, when image data is captured as shown in Fig. 8A, two peak portions representing the density of 
a ridge and noise or the like appear in a histogram as shown in Fig. 8B. As will be described below, if a calibration 
circuit is provided for an image capturing section 1 (Fig. 1) to suppress/reduce noise and the like, only one peak portion 
representing the density of a ridge can be made to appear in a histogram, as shown in Figs. 7B and 7D. 

50 [0043] In this embodiment, the frequency which is located on the small grayscale value side indicated by the histo- 
gram index and exhibits the maximum value on the high density side is regarded as a peak value, whereas thefrequency 
which corresponds to the minimum value immediately near the peak value on the lower density side than that of the 
peak value is regarded as atail value. The histogram index H is defined as H = peak value/tail value. In this embodiment, 
since grayscale value 255 represents white, the tail value exists on the right side of the peak value in the histogram 

55 shown in Fig. 7. Referring to Fig. 8, since the peak portion representing the density of the ridge exists on the high 
density side of the image in the histogram, the minimum value between the two peak portions becomes a tail value, 
and the maximum value of the peak portion on the left of the tail value represents the peak value. 
[0044] As the value of the histogram index H defined in the above manner decreases, the contrast of the image 
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decreases, and vice versa. In this embodiment, parameters A and B are set on the basis of this histogram index H. In 
image data with little black and white difference as shown in Fig. 7A, the histogram index H (= peak value/tail value) 
becomes small as shown in Fig. 7B. 

[0045] In this case, the values of the parameters A and B are set to increase the histogram index H so as to obtain 
5 a result like that shown in Fig. 7D. With this operation, the contrast of the fingerprint image increases as shown in Fig. 
7C, thereby obtaining a clear fingerprint image. As described above, by setting the parameters A and B to make the 
histogram index H fall within a preset reference value range, i.e., an appropriate range, a fingerprint image suitable for 
fingerprint authentication can be acquired regardless of the density of a fingerprint. 

[0046] The operation of a fingerprint collation apparatus (image capturing apparatus) using a histogram index as an 

10 evaluation index will be described next with reference to the flow chart of Fig. 9. 

[0047] The capture control section 3a of a control section 3 causes the finger resting prompt section 6 to prompt a 
user intending to perform collation to rest his/her finger on the detection surface 12 (Fig. 2) of the image capturing 
section 1 (step S1 ). More specifically, for example, the finger resting prompt section 6 prompts the user to rest his/her 
finger by displaying a prompt using a display unit such as an LED or light-emitting element, turning on a predetermined 

15 indication, or outputting a voice message. After the finger resting detection section 7 detects that the user rests his/ 
her finger on the detection surface 12 upon prompting (step S2). the image capturing section 1 captures a fingerprint 
image and outputs image data 2 (step S3). These operations are the same as those in the embodiment shown in Fig. 6. 
[0048] In this embodiment, when the image data 2 is output, the capture control section 3a calculates the histogram 
index H as an image quality evaluation index for the captured image from the image data 2 (step S101). Note that the 

20 histogram index H may be calculated from a predetermined area of the captured image, e.g., an area near the center 
of the detection surface 12, instead of all the pixels of the captured image. In this case, the histogram index H can be 
calculated within a short period of time as compared with the case where all the pixels are targeted. 
[0049] In steps S102 to S1 12, the capture control section 3a compares the histogram index H obtained in the above 
manner with preset thresholds H th1 and H th2 . 

25 [0050] First of all, in step S1 02, the capture control section 3a checks whether the calculated histogram index H is 
equal to or more than the threshold H th1 . If it is determined in step S 102 that the histogram index H is equal to or more 
than the threshold H thi , the flow advances to step S103 to check whether the histogram index H is equal to or less 
than the threshold H th2 . If it is determined in step S1 03 that the histogram index H is equal to or less than the threshold 
H th2 , the flow advances to step S104, in which the capture control section 3a outputs the captured image data to a 

30 collation means 3b. 

[0051] If it is determined in step S102 that the histogram index H is less than the threshold H th1 , the flow advances 
to step S1 05 to check whether the parameter value B set in the parameter setting section 1 a is the maximum value. 
[0052] If it is determined in step S1 05 that the set parameter value B is not the maximum value, the flow advances 
to step S1 06, in which the capture control section 3a increases the parameter value B in the parameter setting section 
35 1 a by a predetermined value. The flow then returns to step S3. If it is determined in step S1 05 that the parameter value 
B set in the parameter setting section 1 a is the maximum value, the flow advances to step S1 07 to check whether the 
parameter value A set in the parameter setting section 1a is the maximum value. 

[0053] If it is determined in step S1 07 that the set parameter value A is not the maximum value, the flow advances 
to step S1 08, in which the capture control section 3a increases the parameter value A in the parameter setting section 
40 1 a by a predetermined value. The flow then returns to step S3. If it is determined in step S1 07 that the parameter value 
A is the maximum value, the flow advances to step S104, in which the capture control section 3a outputs the captured 
image data to the collation means 3b. 

[0054] If H < H th1 , since the contrast of the captured image is slightly lower than H th1 , a fingerprint image is captured 

again upon increasing the parameter values A and B in the above manner. 
45 [0055] If it is determined in step S1 03 that the histogram index H exceeds the threshold H th2 , the flow advances to 

step S1 09 to check whether the parameter value A set in the parameter setting section 1 a is the minimum value, e.g., 0. 

[0056] If it is determined that the set parameter value A is not 0, the flow advances to step S110, in which the capture 

control section 3a decreases the parameter value A in the parameter setting section 1 a by a predetermined value. The 

flow then returns to step S3. If it is determined in step S109 that the parameter value A set in the parameter setting 
50 section 1 a is 0, the flow advances to step S1 1 1 to check whether the parameter value B set in the parameter setting 

section 1 a is the minimum value. 

[0057] If it is determined in step S1 1 1 that the set parameter value B is not the minimum value, the flow advances 
to step S112, in which the capture control section 3a decreases the parameter value B in the parameter setting section 
1a by a predetermined value. The flow then returns to step S3. If it is determined in step S111 that the parameter value 
55 B is the minimum value, the flow advances to step S1 04. in which the capture control section 3a outputs the captured 
image data to the collation means 3b. 

[0058] If H th2 < H, since the contrast of the captured image is slightly lower than H th2 , a fingerprint image is captured 
again upon decreasing the parameter values A and B in the above manner. 
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[0059] The capture control section 3a repeats the above series of operations until the image quality of image data 
satisfies a predetermined condition. When the condition is satisfied, the capture control section 3a outputs the image 
data as an image suitable for authentication to the collation means 3b. As described above, according to this embod- 
iment, a fingerprint image with excellent contrast can be acquired without being influenced by the density of a fingerprint 

5 pattern and individual differences. 

[0060] Note that if the condition cannot be satisfied even when the parameters A and B take the maximum or minimum 
values, exceptional processing is performed to output the currently captured image. Subsequently, the collation means 
3b, which has received the image data, performs authentication processing by comparing the received image data 
with registered image data G 1 to G N stored in the storage section 4. 

10 [0061] In this embodiment, the above operation may be performed after the histogram of the captured fingerprint 
image is smoothed. This makes it possible to reduce the influence of fluctuations in histogram due to noise, variations, 
or the like. 

[0062] An example of the arrangement of the fingerprint collation apparatus (image capturing apparatus) according 
to this embodiment, an example of the operation of which has been described with reference to the flow chart of Fig. 
15 9, will be described below. An arrangement in which a calibration circuit is provided for the image capturing section 1 
(Fig. 1) to suppress/reduce noise and the like will be described below. Fig. 10 shows the arrangement of the image 
capturing section 1 having a calibration circuit 105. Note that since many sensor cells have the same arrangement, 
Fig. 10 representatively shows one sensor cell. 

[0063] As shown in Fig. 10, the sensor cell 11 is comprised of the detection element 11a, sensor circuit 11b, and 
20 output signal level correction circuit 101. The output signal level correction circuit 101 receives an output from the 
sensor circuit 11b and supplies the output from the sensor circuit 11b to one of the inputs of a comparing circuit 104. 
The comparing circuit 104 compares the output from the sensor circuit 11b with the calibration reference value (signal) 
output from a calibration reference signal generating circuit 1 03. The calibration circuit 1 05 adjusts (corrects) the output 
level of the sensor circuit 1 1 b by performing gain control on the input side of the sensor circuit 1 1 b or the sensor circuit 
25 1 1 b so as to eliminate the difference between the above two values, which is output from the comparing circuit 1 04. 
[0064] The calibration reference signal generating circuit 103 is preferably configured to generate calibration refer- 
ence signals at the same level to the respective sensor cells. 

[0065] Any known arrangement that has the function of minimizing variations in outputs from the respective sensor 
cells 11 and operates in the above manner can be used as the output signal level correction circuit 101 . With this 
30 arrangement, the outputs of the respective sensor circuits, i.e., the output levels of the respective sensor cells 11 , can 
be adjusted to the same level, thus suppressing noise due to sensitivity variations and eliminating a peak portion due 
to noise from a histogram index like that shown in Fig. 8B. 

[0066] This arrangement will be described in more detail below. Fig. 11 shows the arrangement of part of the image 

capturing section 1 formed by the sensor cells 11 each having the calibration circuit 105. Each sensor cell 11 has the 
35 same arrangement and is comprised of the detection element 1 1 a, sensor circuit 11b, and calibration circuit (sensitivity 

adjusting circuit) 105. The detection sensitivity of each sensor cell 11 is adjusted by using the calibration circuit 105. 

Each sensor cell includes the calibration circuit 105, a signal processing circuit 110, and a control line L c . 

[0067] The sensor cell 11 is comprised of the detection element 11a, sensor circuit 11b, and calibration circuit 105. 

The detection element 11a is an element for converting a surface shape into an electrical signal. The sensor circuit 
40 11b is a circuit for measuring an electrical quantity in the detection element 11a which changes depending on the 

surface shape. 

[0068] When the output level of each sensor cell 11 is to be corrected, i.e., calibration is to be performed, a reference 
sample without any uneven pattern is detected as a measurement target by the sensor cell 11 or detection is performed 
without any object placed on the sensor cell, thereby making each sensor cell 1 1 detect the same measurement value. 
45 The signal output from the sensor cell 1 1 is input to an A/D conversion circuit 1 4 through a data line L D and output as 
a digital output signal 4A. 

[0069] The digital output signal 4A output from the A/D conversion circuit 14 is input to the signal processing circuit 
1 1 0. The signal processing circuit 1 1 0 compares the digital output signal 4A output form the A/D conversion circuit 1 4 
with the digital output signal which should be output (to be referred to as an expected value hereinafter) to calculate 

50 an adjustment parameter for adjusting the detection sensitivity of the sensor circuit 1 1 b. The calibration circuit 1 05 is 
then controlled through the control line L c on the basis of the calculated adjustment parameter. 
[0070] The data line L D and control line L c are common to the respective sensor cells 1 1 . The sensor cells 1 1 are 
sequentially selected, and output signals 2Afrom the sensor cells 11 are sequentially inputtothe A/D conversion circuit 
14. As a consequence, the signal processing circuit 110 controls the calibration circuit 1 05 in the sensor cell 11 . 

55 [0071] The sensitivity of each sensor circuit 1 1 b is adjusted by repeating this operation once or more for each sensor 
cell, thereby making the performance of each sensor cell 11 uniform. 

[0072] In this case, the signal processing circuit 110 includes the comparing circuit 104 and calibration reference 
signal generating circuit 103 described with reference to Fig. 10. 
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[0073] In the case shown in Fig. 1 1 , the input signal is a digital signal. When a digital signal is input to the comparing 
circuit 1 04 without any conversion, a known digital comparing circuit can be used as the comparing circuit 1 04. If the 
comparing circuit 1 04 is a general analog comparing circuit, an input signal is D/A-converted first and then supplied to 
the comparing circuit 104. The same applies to the calibration reference signal generating circuit 103. 

5 [0074] As shown in Fig. 12,the image capturing section 1 may be formed by sensor cells 11 each havingthe calibration 
circuit 105. The image capturing section 1 shown in Fig. 12 uses a sensor circuit 11b' with a voltage/time conversion 
function and a time signal comparing circuit 1 06. The sensor circuit 1 1 b 1 with the voltage/time conversion function is a 
sensor circuit for converting an output signal corresponding to an electrical quantity from the detection element 11a 
into a signal that changes along the time axis. The time signal comparing circuit 1 06 compares the voltage/time con- 

10 version signal output from the sensor circuit 1 1 b 1 with the voltage/time conversion function with a calibration reference 
signal, and outputs the signal difference as a control signal to the calibration circuit 1 05. When each sensor cell 1 1 of 
the image capturing section 1 is to be calibrated, a reference sample without any uneven pattern is detected as a 
measurement target by the sensor cell 1 1 , thereby making each sensor cell 1 1 detect the same measurement value. 
[0075] The sensor circuit 1 1 b 1 with the voltage/time conversion function converts a signal having analog information 

15 as a voltage value into a signal having analog information in the time axis direction, and outputs the resultant signal 
as an output signal 2B like that shown in Fig. 1 4 (see Fig. 1 4: t s is output time and changes). The output signal 2B is 
input to the A/D conversion circuit 1 4 through the data line L D and output as a digital output signal. At the same time, 
the output signal 2B is supplied to the calibration circuit 1 05 through the time signal comparing circuit 1 06 in the sensor 
cell 1 1 . The time signal comparing circuit 1 06 corresponds to the comparing circuit 1 02 in Fig. 1 0 and obtains the time 

20 difference between the output signal 2B from the sensor circuit 11b' with the voltage/time conversion function and a 
reference pulse signal having a reference time t R from the calibration reference signal generating circuit. 
[0076] The time signal comparing circuit 1 06 compares the signal voltage/time-converted by the sensor circuit 1 1 b 1 
with the voltage/time conversion function with the reference pulse signal, and sends a comparison pulse signal repre- 
senting the time difference between them to the calibration circuit 105. With this operation, the calibration circuit 105 

25 performs control operation to eliminate the time difference from the output from the sensor circuit 1 1 b' with the voltage/ 
time conversion function. The data line L D is shared by the plurality of sensor cells 1 1 . The sensor cells 1 1 are sequen- 
tially selected, and the above operation is performed. 

[0077] By repeating the above operation once or more for each sensor cell 11 . the sensitivity of each sensor circuit 
1 1 b' with the voltage/time conversion function to make the performance of each sensorcell 1 1 uniform. Even if a plurality 
30 of sensor cells 11 are simultaneously selected, calibration can be concurrently performed for each sensor cell. This 
makes it possible to perform calibration at high speed. 

[0078] Fig. 13 shows an example of the arrangement of each sensor circuit with the voltage/time conversion function. 
The sensor circuit 11b' with the voltage/time conversion function has, for example, a voltage/time conversion circuit 
121 . As the voltage/time conversion circuit 121 , a general-purpose circuit or the like may be used. Alternatively, this 
35 circuit may be comprised of a constant current circuit, capacitive element, and threshold circuit 121a (see, for example, 
Japanese Patent Application No. 11-157755). 

[0079] The operation principle of the calibration circuit using the sensor circuit 11b' with the voltage/time conversion 
function will be briefly described with reference to Fig. 13. 

[0080] The time signal comparing circuit 1 06 is typically formed by an AND circuit. The time signal comparing circuit 
40 1 06 ANDs the output signal 2B from the sensor circuit 1 1 b' with the voltage/time conversion function and the reference 
pulse signal from the reference pulse signal generating circuit (not shown), and outputs the resultant data as a com- 
parison signal to a counter circuit 154. 

[0081] The value of the counter circuit 1 54 is set in advance to an initial set value that controls all load elements Z 1 
to Z N constituting a load circuit 151 in an inactive state, and the output signal 2B from the sensor circuit 11b' with the 

45 voltage/time conversion function is also set in advance to an initial set value. If the output signal 2B changes earlier 
than a predetermined time in the first sense operation (for example, sense operation is performed without placing any 
object such as a finger 21 on the detection surface 12 of the image capturing section 1 and an output signal from the 
sensor cell changes within a sense time), the counter circuit 154 is counted up by one on the basis of the output from 
the time signal comparing circuit 106. As a result, the data in the counter circuit 154 changes to activate one of the 

50 load elements Z 1 to Z N . In addition, the output signal 2B from the sensor circuit 1 1 b 1 with the voltage/time conversion 
function is also restored to the initial set value in advance. 

[0082] If theoutputsignal also changes earlierthan a predetermined time in the second sense operation (for example, 
sense operation is performed without resting a finger 1 3 and the output signal from the sensor cell changes within the 
sense time), the counter circuit 154 is further counted up by one. In this case, if the values of the load elements Z 1 to 
55 z N are set to be sequentially doubled in accordance with the bits of the counter, twice as many load elements are 
activated as a consequence. If , for example, Z 1 = Z, Z 2 = 2Z, Z 3 = 4Z, . . . , Z N = 2< N " 1 )Z are set, and Z 1 to Z N are sequentially 
controlled from the lower bit of the counter circuit 1 54, the values of the load elements Z 1 to Z N connected to the sensor 
circuit 11b' with the voltage/time conversion function sequentially increase by Z every time the counter is counted up. 
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[0083] This operation is repeated until the output signal from the sensor circuit 11 b' with the voltage/time conversion 
function does not change in the predetermined time (for example, sense operation is performed without placing the 
finger 13, and the output signal from the sensor cell does not change in the sense time). When the output signal does 
not change in the predetermined time, the counter circuit 154 is ceased to be counted up, and no load element is 
connected to the sensor circuit 11 b' with the voltage/time conversion function any more. 

[0084] As described above, since no DC current flows in the output level correction system including calibration when 
voltage/time conversion is performed, the power consumption of the overall apparatus can be reduced as compared 
with other embodiments. 

[0085] As described above, variations in the performance of the sensor cells due to process variations and the like 
can be eliminated by adding the calibration circuit 1 05 to the sensor circuit 1 1 b and connecting an appropriate number 
of load elements Z 1 to Z N in the calibration circuit 1 05 to the sensor circuit 1 1 b. As a consequence, the performances 
of all sensor cells can be made uniform. 

<Third Embodiment 

[0086] An image capturing method according to still another embodiment of the present invention will be described 
next. In this embodiment, a ridge count index is used as an image quality evaluation index. A ridge count index will be 
described first with reference to Fig. 15. A ridge of a fingerprint appears as a low-grayscale (black) line in a fingerprint 
image. A ridge count index N is obtained in the following manner. First, average ridge counts of a fingerprint in the 
horizontal and vertical directions are counted within the fingerprint determination area (n x m pixels) shown in Fig. 15. 
A larger one of the average ridge counts is then selected as the ridge count index N. 

[0087] The manner of counting ridges will be described below. When, for example, ridges in the horizontal direction 
are to be counted, pixels are scanned in the vertical direction, and the number of ridges which the scanning beam 
crosses is counted. Letting Ni be the ridge count obtained when pixels corresponding to one column are scanned in 
the vertical direction, since the determination areas includes n columns, the average ridge count corresponding to the 
n columns is given by 



Ni / n . . . ( 1 ) 



[0088] Since the length of one column in the vertical direction corresponds to m pixels, an average ridge count Nv 
in the horizontal direction per a pixel count P is calculated by multiplying mathematical expression (1 ) by P/m so as to 
normalize the above average ridge count into a determined count per P pixels according to equation (2): 



XNi p 

Nv - S x — . . . ( 2 ) 

n in 

[0089] An average ridge count Nh in the vertical direction per the pixel count P is obtained in the same manner as 
follows: 



Ni 

Nh = — x - . . . ( 3 ) 

m n 

[0090] The ridge count index N is therefore expressed as N = MAX (Nv, Nh), and a larger one of Nv and Nh is set 
as the ridge count index N. 

[0091] Fig. 16 explains a ridge determination condition. Referring to Fig. 16, the ordinate represents the grayscale 
value of each pixel; and the abscissa, the pixels in the vertical or horizontal direction in the determination area. The 
curve representing the grayscale value of each pixel undulates in accordance with the ridge/valley pattern of a finger- 
print image, and the number of undulations indicates the number of ridges. Ridges are counted as follows. Forexample, 
two thresholds HVTH and LVTH are used. When the curve crosses the thresholds HVTH and LVTH in the order named, 
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one ridge is counted. In this case, the two thresholds are used to prevent pixels originating from noise and the like 
from being counted as a ridge. Obviously, HVTH = LVTH may be set to use one threshold. 

[0092] In addition, ridges can be counted after the grayscale value of a fingerprint image is smoothed. This makes 
it possibleto reduce the influences of fluctuations in thefingerprint image dueto noise, apparatus variations, and the like. 

5 [0093] If the ridge count index N takes an extremely small value, it indicates a state where the fingerprint image has 
collapsed. If the ridge count index N takes a large value, it indicates a state where the fingerprint image has faded and 
ridges have broken. If, therefore, the ridge count index N takes an extremely small value, parameters A and B are 
adjusted to decrease the image density so as to prevent the image from collapsing. If the ridge count index N takes 
an extremely large value, the parameters A and B are adjusted to increase the image density. With this operation, an 

10 appropriate fingerprint image free from the influences of the density of a fingerprint pattern can be acquired. 

[0094] Note that an ridge count index can also be calculated from valleys (the white lines in the fingerprint image in 
Fig. 15) instead of the ridges (the black lines in the fingerprint image in Fig. 15). In this case as well, an evaluation 
index equivalent to a ridge count index can be obtained. Valleys can be counted as follows. Referring to Fig. 16, for 
example, when the curve crosses the two thresholds LVTH and HVTH in the order named, one valley can be counted. 

15 In this case, one threshold can also be set. 

[0095] The apparatus according to this embodiment has the same arrangement as that of the image capturing ap- 
paratus (fingerprint collation apparatus) according to each of the other embodiments described above. A capture control 
section 3a operates as shown in Fig. 17. The operation of the capture control section 3a in the fingerprint collation 
apparatus according to this embodiment will be described below. Note that a description of constituent elements equiv- 

20 alent to those in Fig. 9 will be omitted as needed. 

[0096] First of all, the finger resting prompt section 6 prompts the user intending to perform collation to rest his/her 
finger on the detection surface 12 (Fig. 2) of theimage capturing section 1 (step S1). More specifically, for example, 
the finger resting prompt section 6 prompts the user to rest his/her finger by displaying a prompt using a display unit 
such as an LED or light-emitting element, turning on a predetermined indication, or outputting a voice message. After 

25 thef inger resting detection section 7 detects that the user rests his/herfinger on the detection surface 1 2 upon prompting 
(step S2), the image capturing section 1 captures a fingerprint image and outputs image data 2 (step S3). 
[0097] When the image data 2 is output, the capture control section 3a calculates the ridge count index N of the 
captured image as an image quality evaluation index for the image data 2 (step S201). Note that the ridge count index 
N may be calculated from a predetermined area of the captured image, e.g., an area near the center of the detection 

30 surface 12, instead of all the pixels of the captured image. In this case, the ridge count index N can be calculated in a 
short period of time as compared with the case where all the pixels are targeted. 

[0098] In steps S202 to S212, the capture control section 3a compares the ridge count index N obtained in the above 
manner with preset thresholds N th1 and N th2 . 

[0099] If the capture control section 3a determines in step S202 that the calculated ridge count index N is equal to 
35 or less than N th2 , the flow advances to step S203 to check whether the ridge count index N is equal to or larger than 
N th1 . If it is determined in step S203 that the ridge count index N is equal to or more than the threshold N th1 , the flow 
advances to step S204, in which the capture control section 3a outputs the captured image data to the collation means 
3b. 

[0100] If it is determined in step S202 that the ridge count index N exceeds the threshold N th2 , the flow advances to 
40 step S205 to check whether the parameter value B set in a parameter setting section 1 a is the maximum value. 

[0101] If it is determined in step S205 that the set parameter value B is not the maximum value, the flow advances 
to step S206, in which the capture control section 3a increases the parameter value B in the parameter setting section 
1 a by a predetermined value. The flow then returns to step S3. If it is determined in step S205 that the parameter value 
B set in the parameter setting section 1 a is the maximum value, the flow advances to step S207 to check whether the 
45 parameter value A set in the parameter setting section 1 a is the maximum value. 

[0102] If it is determined in step S207 that the set parameter value A is not the maximum value, the flow advances 
to step S208, in which the capture control section 3a increases the parameter value A in the parameter setting section 
1 a by a predetermined value. The flow then returns to step S3. If it is determined in step S207 that the parameter value 
A is the maximum value, the flow advances to step S204, in which the capture control section 3a outputs the captured 
50 image data to the collation means 3b. 

[0103] If N > N th2 , since it indicates that the captured image is faded and too light-colored, a fingerprint image is 
captured again upon increasing the parameter values A and B in the above. 

[0104] If it is determined in step S203 that the ridge count index N is less than the threshold N th1 . the flow advances 
to step S209 to check whether the parameter value A set in the parameter setting section 1 a is the minimum value, e. 
55 g. ( o. 

[0105] If it is determined that the set parameter value A is not 0, the flow advances to step S210, in which the capture 
control section 3a decreases the parameter value A in the parameter setting section 1 a by a predetermined value. The 
flow then returns to step S3. If it is determined in step S209 that the parameter value A set in the parameter setting 
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section 1 a is 0, the flow advances to step S21 1 to check whether the parameter value B set in the parameter setting 
section 1 a is the minimum value. 

[0106] If it is determined in step S21 1 that the set parameter value B is not the minimum value, the flow advances 
to step S212, in which the capture control section 3a decreases the parameter value B in the parameter setting section 
5 1 a by a predetermined value. The flow then returns to step S3. If it is determined in step S211 that the parameter value 
B is the minimum value, the flow advances to step S204, in which the capture control section 3a outputs the captured 
image data to the collation means 3b. 

[0107] If N < N th1 , since it indicates that the captured image has collapsed, a fingerprint image is captured again 

upon decreasing the parameter values A and B in the above manner. 
10 [0108] The capture control section 3a repeats the above series of operations until the image quality of the image 

data satisfies a predetermined condition. When the condition is satisfied, the capture control section 3a outputs the 

image data as an image suitable for authentication to the collation means 3b. As described above, according to this 

embodiment, a fingerprint image free from collapse or fading can be acquired without being influenced by the density 

of a fingerprint pattern, individual differences, and state changes. 
15 [0109] Note that if the condition cannot be satisfied even when the parameters A and B take the maximum or minimum 

values, exceptional processing is performed to output the currently captured image. 

[0110] In this embodiment, the location and size of a fingerprint determination area can be arbitrarily set, as needed. 
<Fourth Embodiment 

20 

[0111] In this embodiment, a combination of a histogram index and a ridge count index is used as an evaluation 
index in an image processing apparatus and fingerprint collation apparatus. 

[0112] For example, parameters A and B may be changed to make each of a histogram index and a ridge count 
index fall within a predetermined range. 
25 [0113] In addition, a new index may be obtained from a histogram index and ridge count index by a predetermined 
computation, and the parameters A and B may be changed on the basis of this index. 

[0114] With this arrangement, a fingerprint image with high contrast free from collapse or fading can be acquired 
without being influenced by the density of a fingerprint pattern, individual differences, and state changes. 
[0115] In this embodiment, the present invention can be applied upon replacement of the ridge count index with the 
30 ridge count index calculated by using valleys as described in the second embodiment. 

[01 1 6] In the above embodiments, analog values are converted into digital values with 256 grayscale levels. However, 
such values may be converted into values other than values with 256 grayscale levels. 

[0117] According to the present invention, the parameter values A and B are used as parameters to be set in the 
parameter setting section 1 a and used for conversion in the image capturing section 1 . However, the present invention 
35 is not limited to them. For example, to control brightness and resolution, the minimum and maximum values of a signal 
conversion range may be used as the parameter values A and B. The number of parameters to be set is not limited 
to this, and can be arbitrarily changed, as needed. 

[0118] The above embodiments have exemplified the combination of a grayscale index indicating the density of 
image data and an index indicting the spatial frequency component of an image and the combination of a histogram 
40 index generated from a histogram representing the density of an image and a ridge count index generated on the basis 
of the number of ridges in the image. However, the present invention is not limited to them. Obviously, a new evaluation 
index may be generated by combining the respective evaluation indexes, as needed. 

[0119] As has been described above, according to the present invention, image data is captured such that evaluation 
indexes for an image as, for example, afingerprint collation target, fall within certain ranges. This produces an excellent 
45 effect. That is, an image in a desired state can be obtained. For example, the precision of fingerprint collation can be 
improved. 



Claims 

50 

1. An image capturing apparatus characterized by comprising: 

an image capturing section (1) for converting a shape of an object into an electrical quantity in accordance 
with a parameter value set in a parameter setting section (1a), and outputting image data representing an 
55 image corresponding to the shape of the object; and 

a capture control section (3a) for receiving the image data output from said image capturing section, calculating 
an evaluation index for evaluating image quality of the image from the image data, and if the evaluation index 
falls outside a range of a preset reference value, changing the parameter value set in said parameter setting 
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section so as to make the evaluation index fall within the range of the reference value to output image data 
which is received from said image capturing section and the evaluation index of which falls within the range 
of the reference value. 

5 2. A fingerprint collation apparatus 
characterized by comprising: 

an image capturing section (1) for converting a fingerprint ridge/valley pattern into an electrical quantity in 
accordance with a parameter value set in a parameter setting section (1 a), and outputting image data repre- 

10 senting a fingerprint image corresponding to the fingerprint ridge/valley pattern; 

a capture control section (3a) for receiving the image data output from said image capturing section, calculating 
an evaluation index for evaluating image quality of the fingerprint ridge/valley pattern image from the image 
data, and if the evaluation index falls outside a range of a preset reference value, changing the parameter 
value set in said parameter setting section so as to make the evaluation index fall within the range of the 

15 re f erence value to output image data which is received from said image capturing section and the evaluation 

index of which falls within the range of the reference value; and 

collation means for comparing and collating image data output from said capture control section with registered 
image data prepared in advance. 

20 3. An apparatus according to claim 1 or 2, wherein when the parameter value set in said parameter setting section 
is changed, said image capturing section outputs image data obtained by performing conversion again in accord- 
ance with the changed parameter value. 

4. An apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein said image capturing section comprises: 

25 

a detection element (11a) for converting the shape of the object into an analog signal; and 
an A/D conversion circuit (14) for converting the analog signal output from said detection element into a digital 
signal in accordance with the parameter value set in said parameter setting section and outputting the signal 
as the image data, and 

30 the parameter value set in said parameter setting section includes a conversion range and conversion reso- 

lution in converting the analog signal into the digital signal. 

5. An apparatus according to claim 2 , wherein said image capturing section comprises: 

35 a detection element (11a) for converting the fingerprint ridge/valley pattern into an analog signal; and 

an A/D conversion circuit (14) for converting the analog signal output from said detection element into a digital 
signal in accordance with the parameter value set in said parameter setting section and outputting the signal 
as the image data, and 

the parameter value set in said parameter setting section includes a conversion range and conversion reso- 
40 lution in converting the analog signal into the digital signal. 

6. An apparatus according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the evaluation index calculated by said capture control section is 
a grayscale index indicating a density of the image data output from said image capturing section. 

45 7. An apparatus according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the evaluation index calculated by said capture control section is 
an index indicating a spatial frequency component of the image data output from said image capturing section. 

8. An apparatus according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the evaluation index calculated by said capture control section is 
a combination of a grayscale index indicating a density of the image data output from said image capturing section 

50 and an index indicating a spatial frequency component of the image output from said image capturing section. 

9. An apparatus according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the evaluation index calculated by said capture control section is 
a histogram index generated from a histogram representing a density of the image. 

55 10. An apparatus according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the evaluation index calculated by said capture control section is 
a ridge count index generated on the basis of the number of ridges in the image. 

11. An apparatus according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the evaluation index calculated by said capture control section is 
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a combination of a histogram index generated from a histogram representing a density of the image and a ridge 
count index generated on the basis of the number of ridges in the image. 

12. An apparatus according to claim 9, wherein said capture control section calculates, as the histogram index, a ratio 
5 between a maximum value on a side of the histogram where a density of the image is high and a minimum value 

immediately near the maximum value on a side where the density of the image is lowerthan the density representing 
the maximum value. 

13. An apparatus according to claim 10, wherein said capture control section obtains an average ridge count in the 
10 horizontal direction which is an average ridge count per unit length of the image in the horizontal direction and an 

average ridge count in the vertical direction which is an average ridge count per unit length of the image in the 
vertical direction, and calculates a larger one of the average ridge count in the horizontal direction and the average 
ridge count in the vertical direction as the ridge count index. 

15 14. An image capturing method characterized by comprising: 

converting a shape of an object into an electrical quantity in accordance with a preset parameter value to 
generate image data representing an image corresponding to the shape of the object; 
calculating an evaluation index for evaluating image quality of the image from the image data; and 
20 changing the parameter value to make the evaluation index fall within a range of a preset reference value. 

15. A fingerprint collation method characterized by comprising: 

converting a fingerprint ridge/valley pattern into an electrical quantity in accordance with a preset parameter 
25 value to generate image data representing a fingerprint image corresponding to the fingerprint ridge/valley 

pattern; 

calculating an evaluation index for evaluating image quality of the image from the image data; 
changing the parameter value to make the evaluation index fall within a range of a preset reference value; and 
comparing and collating the image data whose evaluation index falls within the range of the reference value 
30 with registered image data prepared in advance. 

16. A method according to claim 14, wherein 

the parameter value includes a conversion range and conversion resolution in converting an analog signal 
35 into a digital signal, 

the shape of the object is converted into an analog signal, and 

the analog signal is converted into a digital signal in accordance with the parameter value and output as the 
image data. 

40 17. A method according to claim 15, wherein 

the parameter value includes a conversion range and conversion resolution in converting an analog signal 
into a digital signal, 

the fingerprint ridge/valley pattern is converted into an analog signal, and 
45 the analog signal is converted into a digital signal in accordance with the parameter value and output as the 

image data. 

18. A method according to claim 14 or 15, wherein the evaluation index is a grayscale index indicating a density of 
the image data. 

50 

19. A method according to claim 14 or 15, wherein the evaluation index is an index indicating a spatial frequency 
component of the image data. 

20. A method according to claim 1 4 or 1 5, wherein the evaluation index is a combination of a grayscale index indicating 
55 a density of the image data and an index indicating a spatial frequency component of the image data. 

21 . A method according to claim 1 4 or 1 5, wherein the evaluation index is a histogram index generated from a histogram 
representing a density of the image. 
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22. A method according to claim 14 or 15, wherein the evaluation index is a ridge count index generated on the basis 
of the number of ridges in the image. 

23. A method according to claim 14 or 15, wherein the evaluation index is a combination of a histogram index generated 
from a histogram representing a density of the image and a ridge count index generated on the basis of the number 
of ridges in the image. 

24. A method according to claim 21 , wherein the histogram index is a ratio between a maximum value on a side of 
the histogram where a density of the image is high and a minimum value immediately near the maximum value 
on a side where the density of the image is lower than the density representing the maximum value. 

25. A method according to claim 22, wherein the ridge count index is a larger one of an average ridge count per unit 
length of the image in the horizontal direction and an average ridge count per unit length of the image in the vertical 
direction. 

26. An apparatus according to claim 2 , wherein 

said apparatus further comprises a finger resting detection section for detecting that a finger is rested on said 
image capturing section, and 

when said finger resting detection section detects that the finger is rested on said image capturing section, 
said image capturing section converts a fingerprint ridge/valley pattern into an electrical amount in accordance 
with a parameter set in said parameter setting section, and outputting image data representing a fingerprint 
image corresponding to the fingerprint ridge/valley pattern. 



14 



EP1 215 620 A2 



1 



IMAGE CAPTURING 
SECTION 



PARAMETER 
SETTING SECTION 



la 



FINGER RESTING 
DETECTION SECTION 



FINGER RESTING 
PROMPT SECTION 



CAPTURE 
CONTROL 
SECTION 



^3a 



i 



COLLATION 
MEANS 



STORAGE 
SECTION 



-3b 



G2 



COLLATION RESULT 



CONTROL SECTION 



5 



FIG. 1 




EP 1 215 620 A2 




FIG. 3 



DETECTION 
ELEMENT 



SENSOR CELL 

lib 

<L 



SENSOR 
CIRCUIT 



-13 




CIR 



CP 



CD 



14 



A/D CONVERSION 



CUIT 



DIGITAL OUTPUT SIGNAL 



la 



PARAMETER 
SETTING SECTION 



FIG. 4 



16 



EP1 215 620 A2 



ANALO G VALUE IN THIS AREA IS CONVERTED INTO DIGITA L VALUE 
PARAMETER VALUE A ~ 



PARAMETER BX 256 



OV 



-ANALOG VALUE Vdd (V)- 



5V 



FIG. 5 



( START ) 

I 



PROMPT USER TO REST HIS/HER FINGER 



I 



DETECT THAT FINGER IS RESTED - 



SI 

-S2 



NO 



CAPTURE IMAGE 



I 



CALCULATE GRAYSCALE 
INDEX Y 



-S3 
-S4 



S5 
NO 



X Ythl^Y > 
YES 



NO 



< ygYth2 y 



S6 



DECREASE A 



< A = 0 > 



-S13 



NO 



YES V S12 



DECREASE B 



< B = Bmin ^ 



-S15 



YES 



YES 



S8 



3 max y 



YES 



S9 



INCREASE B 



Slfl 



A = Amax 



NO 



OUTPUT CAPTURED IMAGE 
I """ 



AUTHENTICATE 



YES 

-S7 
-SIB 



S11 



INCREASE A 

] — C= 



FIG. 6 



17 



EP 1 215 620 A2 




FIG.7A 








0 50 





PEAK VALUE 
-TAIL VALUE 



GRAYSCALE VALUE 

FIG.7B 




SO I01 ISO 200 250 
GRAYSCALE VALUE 



FIG.7C 



FIG.7D 




FIG.8A 




50 100 150 200 250 

GRAYSCALE VALUE 



FIG.8B 



18 



EP1 215 620 A2 



( START ) 



PROMPT USER TO REST HIS/HER FINGER | — SI 

~S2 



T 



DETECT THAT FINGER IS RESTED 



CAPTURE IMAGE 



-S3 



CALCULATE CONTRAST 
INDEX H 



S102 
NO 



— S101 



X Hthi^H > 
YES 



NO 



NO 



< h^ha2 y 



SI 03 



I 



DECREASE A — S110 



I B = Bmin ^ 



YES ^S109 



DECREASE B 



-S112 



YES 



S1 1 1 



YES 
S105 



$107 



A=Amax ^ 



max 



YES 



> 



NO 



S106 



INCREASE B 



NO 



YES 



INCREASE A 



OUTPUT CAPTURED IMAGE 



T 

S108 



AUTHENTICATE 

I 

( END ) 



-S104 



-SIB 



FIG. 9 



19 



EP 1 215 620 A2 



11a 



DETECTION 
ELEMENT 



lib 



105 — 



SENSOR 
CIRCUIT 



CALIBRATION 
CIRCUIT 



COMPARING 
CIRCUIT 



■♦OUTPUT SIGNAL 



104 



101 i OUTPUTSIGNAL LEVEL CORRECTION CIRCUIT 



n 



CALIBRATION REFERENCE 
SIGNAL GENERATING CIRCUIT 



11 



•103 



FIG. 10 




CALIBRATION REFERENCE 
SIGNAL GENERATING CIRCUIT 



DIGITAL OUTPUT SIGNAL 



™L p JP^M™IT..hl10 

FIG. 1 1 



20 



EP1 215 620 A2 



DETE 



CTION 



ELEMENT 



-11a 



SENSOR CELL K~ 



11 



SENSOR CIRCUIT WITH 

VOLTAGE/TIME 
CONVERSION FUNCTION 



I — lib" 



105- 



CALIBRATION 
CIRCUIT 



106 
J_ 



TIME SIGNAL 
COMPARING 
CIRCUIT 



t ! 



SENSOR CELL 



REFERENCE 
PULSE SIGNAL 

11 



REFERENCE 
PULSE SIGNAL 



14- 



A/D CONVERSION 



CIR 



CUIT 



DIGITAL 
OUTPUT SIGNAL 



FIG. 12 



21 



EP1 215 620 A2 




21 



12 



CF-: 



lib' 



SENSOR CIRCUIT WITH VOLTAGE/TIME 



PREo 



vuu ? CONVERSION FUNCTION 



RE 



4=Cpo 




+ OUTPUT 
SIGNAL 



VOLTAGE/TIME 
CONVERSION CIRCUIT 



\ i 



Zl 



Z2 * 



Zn 



i 



COUNTER CIRCUIT (N BITS) 



CALIBRATION CIRCUIT 



•121 



LOAD CIRCUIT 151 



106 

__i 

TIME SIGNAL 
COMPARING 
CIRCUIT 



<3 



REFERENCE 
PULSE SIGNAL 



L___ i 



105 



154 



FIG. 13 



22 



EP1 215 620 A2 



T1 



T2 



T3 



REFERENCE PULSE SIGNAL —\ 

ts 
— > 



OUTPUT SIGNAL 

COMPARISON PULSE SIGNAL' 
COUNTER VALUE 



000 



ts 



ts 



X | 010 




DETERMINATION AREA 
ii xm PIXELS 



RIDGE DETERMINATION CONDITION 



FIG. 14 

EQUATION FOR N VALUES 
N=MAX (Nv,Nh) 

n 

in _ 

Nv=— — X — 
n m 

m 

m n 

FIG. 15 



i 




NOT COUNTED 

If \ fN 


GRAYSCALE VALUE 


\J 


/ y 

V- 
















COUNTED ^ 

► 



HVTH 



-LVTH 



VERTICAL/HORIZONTAL DIRECTION 

COUNTED AS RIDGE WHEN SCANNING BEAM CROSSERS HVTH 
AND LVTH IN ORDER NAMED 

FIG. 16 



23 



EP1 215 620 A2 



C START ) 



PROMPT USER TO REST HIS/HER FINGER 



DETECTTHAT FINGER IS RESTED 



-SI 
M2 



CAPTURE IMAGE 



-S3 



CALCULATE RIDGE _S201 
COUNT INDEX N 



S202 
NO 



YES 



NO 



S203 



DECREASE A 



NO 



DECREASE B 



-Sao |rc S209 



-S212 



YES 



S211 



YES 
S205 



S207 



)max ^ > 



NO 



S206 



YES 



INCREASE B 



max 



> 



NO 



YES 



INCREASE A 



S208 



OUTPUT CAPTURED IMAGE — S204 



AUTHENTICATE T — SIB 

— ezt 

( END ) 



FIG. 17 



24 



